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February 21, 2023 

Agenda Item 
Contract-Specific Special Procurement for Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
(SCBA) for Ashland Fire & Rescue 

From Ralph Sartain Fire Chief 

Contact Ralph.sartain@ashland.or.us   541-552-2229 

Item Type Requested by Council  ☐     Update ☐      Request for Approval ☒      Presentation ☐ 

SUMMARY 

Approval is being requested for a Contract-specific Special Procurement. 

This Contract-specific Special Procurement will allow Ashland Fire & Rescue to award a public contract to MES 
for SCBAs (self-contained breathing apparatus) per MES Quote #QT1654628 in the amount of $219,760.00. 

 

POLICIES, PLANS & GOALS SUPPORTED 
Develop current and long-term budgetary resilience. 
Analyze City departments/programs to gain efficiencies, reduce costs and improve services. 
Support Innovative Programs that Protect the Community 
 
BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
A Special Procurement (sourcing method) is used for the purpose of seeking an exemption from the competitive 
bid process, custom designing a contracting approach, or the direct selection or award of a public contract or 
for a series of contracts. The attached Form #9 Special Procurement Request for Approval is attached for your 
review and consideration.  

 

This purchase is brand specific, but not a Sole Source Procurement (sourcing method) because there are 
multiple resellers for the SCBAs.  This request is for the use of an alternative souring method (requesting quotes 
from multiple resellers for brand specific equipment) thus the Special Procurement (sourcing method). 

 

The brand specific equipment (SCBAs) to be purchased is compatible with the exiting equipment the firefighters 
have been extensively trained to use. 

 

Firefighters rely on self-contained breathing apparatuses (SCBA) to protect themselves from dangerous heat 
and toxic smoke (air contaminated by smoke, dust, fumes, vapors or chemicals). 

 

FISCAL IMPACTS 
Ashland Fire and Rescue has received an Assistance to Firefighters Grant from the Federal Government that 
provides 90% funding for the SCBAs. This grant provides for necessary firefighter protection and operationally 
necessary equipment for safety. The grant requires a 10% money match for any award issued. The grant is for 
the replacement of SCBAs purchased in 2012 and have met their use window per national standards. The City 
had not currently budgeted for the replacement SCBAs purchase, so the grant allows for continued compliance 
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with National Fire Protection Association standards for SCBAs. The SCBA is necessary for firefighting operations 
as it provides positive pressure air necessary in an Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH) atmosphere 
and protects from smoke and other hazardous materials. 
 
Grant Award:   $216,700 minus 10% 
City Matching 10% Funds:  $21,670 
MES BID w/Trade in Allowance: $219,760 ($18,750 credit applied to reach contract price)  
 
The funds for this project are appropriated and available for the City’s match and remaining balance for 
purchase. 
 
The City will also need to purchase an and install an aftermarket SCBA “blast chamber” in connection with the 
delivery of the new SCBA bottles. The blast chamber will be used to contain a failure of the bottle when it is being 
filled. A budget amendment will be forthcoming to fund the new blast chamber with new revenue from Fire & 
Rescue’s deployment to the Van Meter Fire. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
This procurement allows Ashland Fire & Rescue to comply with national standards for SCBAs and avoid 
noncompliance violations of OSHA standards.  This action allows firefighters using serviceable SCBAs to enter a 
structure with an IDLH environments due to fire. 
 
SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS 
Staff recommends the Contract-specific Special Procurement be approved and the public contract be 
awarded to MES for SCBAs per Quote #QT1654628.  
 
REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS 
Form #9 Special Procurement Request for Approval (Written Findings) 
MES Quotes:  QT1654628 (Model 5500), QT1654605 (Model 4500) 
Sea Western Fire Fighting Equipment Quotes:  QUO13337 (Model 5500), QT13336 (Model 4500) 
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