F'a Council Business Meeting

November 7, 2023
Agenda Item Annual Report from the Public Arts Advisory Committee
Ea—- Brandon Goldman, AICP Community Development Director
Jennifer Chenoweth Associate Planner
T — brandon.goldman@ashland.or.us  541-552-2076
Jennifer.chenoweth@ashland.or.us 541-552-2045
N . Requested by Council 0 Update X  Request for Direction 0  Presentation X
yP Consent [ Public Hearing O New Business [J Old Business [
SUMMARY

The Public Arts Advisory Committee is presenting its annual report to the City Council, with Committee
Chair Ken Engelund serving as the representative. This presentation serves as an opportunity to discuss
the accomplishments and strategic objectives achieved in the prior year, as well as a roadmap for the
initiatives planned for the year ahead.

BACKGROUND AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The presentation before the City Council marks an essential tradition that underscores the significance of
transparent governance and the vital role that advisory committees play in shaping the future of our city.
Presenting the annual advisory committee report before the City Council is valued practice for multiple
reasons. Firstly, it provides an opportunity for the community to gauge the progress made in various
areas of city governance. Furthermore, it allows the City Council to recognize the significant efforts of the
advisory committee and their contributions to the city's development. Additionally, this annual report
presentation fosters dialogue and collaboration between the council and advisory committee,
promoting alignment on strategic priorities and facilitating a shared vision for the future.

FISCAL IMPACTS
N/A

SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS
No action needed.

REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1: PAAC Annual Report Presentation
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Public Arts Advisory Committee Nevemiees 7, 2026
Annual Update to City Council


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good evening Mayor, Councilors, and Staff, and those in the listening audience. It is always a pleasure to present the recent past and present activities of the Ashland Public Art Advisory Committee (PAAC) and receive your comments, suggestions and long term guidance from the Council, and the Administration. 



Ashland Public Arts Advisory Committee

Meetings
The committee meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m. at the
Community Development Building at 51 Winburn Way

Member Term Limits
Members serve 3-year terms expiring April 30th of each year

Members Staff Members

Ken Engelund, Chair Gina DuQuenne, Council Liaison

Laura Bloom Jennifer Chenoweth, Staff Liaison

Tessa Elbettar Brandon Goldman, Community Develop Liaison
Cassie Preskenis Stef Seffinger, Parks Liaison

Stanley Smith
Heather Warden

Vacant Position



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Members of the Committee express appreciation for the opportunity to partner with the Council. The vision and values of the Council find meaning in public art in all its expressions. The staff support of Director Goldman and Planner Chenoweth are outstanding. For the benefit of the listen and viewing audience, the Ashland Public Arts Advisory Committee meets on the third Thursday of the month at 4:00 pm at the Community Development Building at 51 Winburn, and meetings are open for all to attend.



Ashland Public Arts Advisory Committee

J

IGNITE THE IMAGINATION

L STIMULATE THOUGHT & DISCOURSE
'ENCOURAGE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
EXPRESS LOCAL IDENTITY

CELEBRATE PLACE MAKING

HONOR CULTURALLY ICONIC SITES



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I begin with this image from the PAC and Council video “The Power of Public Art”.  

These Council sponsored purposes and contributions are important as we continue to consider projects for public art recommendations. It has been a busy year for the volunteers and staff of PAAC. The PAAC is organized by sub-committees.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, I will present some of our key projects. You all recognize this wonderful sister city inspires mural which brings meaning to our visual landscape funded by private philanthropy. 


Golden Connections

First Installation by Public Works of the Medallion in
Railroad Park in the Railroad District

Completion of the railroad in 1887 transformed Ashland. No longer an isolated
community, Ashland had a population boom. Local agriculture, industry
and cultural activities all expanded. The roundhouse was Southern
Pacific railroad's maintenance and repair hub for Southern
Oregon. All the new railroad employees stimulated
the creation of homes and business in the

new Railroad District.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Golden Connections Medallion in Railroad Park – the first Marking Ashland Historic Places sculpture and now one of the “spokes.” Kudos to Public Works on installation of the first medallion. Public Works staff is close to completing installation of the remaining four of the “spokes.” 


Ancestor’s Future — Crystalizing Our Call

Hello!

My name is Micah BlackLight. | am a local artist, teacher,
and community member and this is my proposal for a
permanent Say Their Names installation in Ashland Creek
Park entitled:

“Ancestor’s Future: Crystallizing Our Call’

“ January Public Forum at
Ashland Public Library

 Juneteenth Picnic

| am grateful for this opportunity to
present my concept to you.

My hope is that you resonate with it
the same way | do and that you aid
me with this vision by choosing to
see this piece grace Ashland Creek
Park as a permanent

reminder not only of what has
transpired in the past,

but what is possible in our

 Ashland Parks Foundation

“ Public Arts Advisory
Committee Fundraising

 Article in AGA Guide

*» Poster at Chamber Dinner,



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The City Council approved Micah Blacklight’s & Say Their Names Collective’ sculpture “Ancestors’ Future - Crystalizing Our Call.” PAAC held a January Public Forum at the Library, participated in a Juneteenth Celebration & Picnic, and recognized the Ashland Parks Foundation major pledge as the Fiscal Sponsor. A steel company has pledged the steel in the sculpture, a significant contribution to the budget. PAAC continues to support fund raising activities in including approaches to local banks for donations, referenced in a Gallery Guide article, and facilitating a poster at the Chamber Dinner display of art and culture. Fund raising to date has been slow going.


Where the Crow Lights

John Pugh Elks Building Mural Project

< June Invitational Presentation at the Pugh [

Studio

June Greeters meeting at the Pugh Studio’
Fourth of July Booth

Consultation with Indigenous Community
Article in the Annual Gallery Guide’

Poster at the Chamber Dinner

Chamlber support with article in the

Annual Chamber Publication, Living and
Working in Ashland.

ASHLAND ELKS

MAIN STREET

JOHN PUGH



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PAAC members have participated in ongoing meetings. The City Council approved John Pugh Elks Building Mural project on February 21, 2023. This included a June introductory presentation in the Pugh Studio, a booth at the Fourth of July festivities, continuing requests by PAAC members for donations, including local banks, and as Council requested consultations with the Indigenous Community including the Takelma Nation.


Public Art Rack Cards

% 1000 copies distributed at galleries,
Chamber Offices, City Offices, and CITY OF ASHLAND
Oregon Welcome Center Public Arts Map

A WALKING TOUR

% Re-order of 1,000 more copies to
distribute

% Kudos to the Art Authority and local artist
Bruce Bayard

ou are invited to visit 52 artworks in the Public Art

YCoIlection of our beautiful city of Ashland. These artworks
include sculptures of wood, stone and steel, ceramic
tile mosaics, colorful murals and painted utility boxes that

brighten busy streets.

Ashland citizens have been dedicated to culture, art and
education since the late 1800s. The oldest community owned

artwork dates from 1910.

PUBLIC ART

* Accessible to all, like a free
museum

* Adds beauty to daily life

* Playful, educational or
challenging

* Sheds light on our town
history

“ Introduces us to peoples who
lived here before us

* Strengthens our local
community

In addition to the Public Art col-

lection, you will find hundreds

of other artworks throughout

Ashland. See art in Ashland

schools, Ashland Library, city

parks and in neighborhoods

around town. The Southern

Oregon University campus has

over 100 artworks.

Scan the QR code or visit:

gis.ashland.or.us/publicart

Alist of Ashland art galleries:

ashlandgalleries.com

REV-2023-03

, Sue Springer; Back:
, Dan Wahpepah



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have had a successful introduction of the City Public Art Rack Cards with distribution the first 1,000 at galleries, the Chamber Offices, the City Offices, and the Oregon Welcome Center on I-5 and distribution at the Chamber Dinner. We placed a recent re-order for 1,000 more cards. Kudos to Art Authority for printing at cost, and to local artist Bruce Bayard for design of the cards. Community Development staff is developing a current and much more user-friendly online guide for locating and displaying the 52 Piece Ashland Public Art Collection; the Ashland Public Art StoryMap.



Community Art Project

Oregon Department of Transportation Utility Controller
Boxes

% ODOT and City of Ashland MOU for
painting/wrapping controller boxes

< Goal to paint/wrap first 3 this calendar year

“ Long-term goal to complete 20 eligible boxes over
the next 10 years

% Local artist and local neighborhood art and
participation

% Haines & Friends Grant would allow to complete 2 or
3 additional boxes this year



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Work has progressed implementing the Oregon Department of Transportation and City of Ashland MOU for painting/wrapping the Signal Controller Boxes with the anticipated completion of the first 3 this year on Siskiyou by Ashland High School students, on the corner of Walker and Siskiyou by the Montessori School. Over the next 10 years we plan for the completion of all 20 of the eligible boxes to enhance local neighborhood art and encourage neighborhood participation and brighten our cityscape. PAAC received Council/Administration approval for a matching grant to augment the Haines and Friends Grant and if awarded this would fund another 2 or 3 boxes in addition to the first 3. Thanks to volunteer Peter Finkle and two PAAC members for their extensive multi year efforts.


Butler-Perozzi Fountain

Ashland Parks Foundation Project to restore
Fountain

% Endorsed by Public Arts Advisory Committee

* One of the earliest works in the Ashland Public
Art Collection



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PAAC endorsed the Ashland Parks Foundation efforts for restoration of the Butler-Perozzi Fountain, one of the earliest works in the Ashland Public Art Collection and applauds the efforts of the Ashland Parks Foundation with a plan for ongoing maintenance.


-

Circo 1916




Marking Ashland Places i

% Public Arts Advisory Committee and
Historic Preservation Advisory Committee
collaboration for public art in the
Downtown Historic District

% Formed task group with representation
from the Parks and Recreation
Commission

% Another work of philanthropy “We Are
Here” present the history of our region.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following successful installation and reception of Golden Connections, work is ongoing for “Marking Ashland Places II.” PAAC and HPAC agreed to pursue the Downtown Historic District as the next area for a work of public art and  historic spokes. The task group includes representation of the two advisory committees and the Parks and Recreation Department.


Ashland Parks and Recreation

% Contains a grand
collection of Public Art

% Long-range goal of “Public
Arts in Every Park.”

Scﬁlpted by Sarah Mayer'
/@nd lovingly donated by



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ashland Parks contain a grand collection of Public Art including several in North Mountain Park. Going forward, I would like to encourage the Council and Ashland Parks Department to consider the long-range goal of more “Public Arts in Every Park.”




Ashland School District Art Collection

+» Collection of hundreds of
student art works, mural,
and sculptures

14


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Ashland School District has an impressive collection of hundreds of student art works, including the mural on Ashland High School.

The gallery members of the Ashland Gallery Association and Ashland Artworks with some 50 plus members artists, and the 17 gallery members of the both the Ashland Art Works and Ashland Gallery Association artists and business owners are all vital components of our rich culture of art, representing many contributors and the soul of the city, the key component of our visual art infrastructure. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Working at developing these partnerships to create public art benefits the citizens, visitors, tourists, and businesses of Ashland. The value of this spirit is an obvious and important ingredient to the place making, social values and enjoyment of citizens, visitors, and tourists alike. 

It is a well-documented fact that cities gain value through public art -- cultural, social, and economic value. Public art reveals our society, adds meaning to the uniqueness of our community, and establishes ‘place making.” Ashland’s visual art infrastructure includes: The Chamber with its Annual Dinner theme “Where Nature and Culture Come Together;” The Ashland Gallery Association and its many gallery members, the Schneider Museum of Art and SOU, our Public School District, and the long range thinking and implementation of the Ashland Parks and Recreation parks system, the Ashland City Administration and your good selves as elected  representatives all contribute to this multi-dimensional cultural asset which brings enjoyment, education and tax dollars to our beautiful city. 






Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This work emphasizes working together. Public Works is developing a long-term maintenance plan for public art. Developing partnerships and working together creates public art that benefits the citizens, tourists and businesses of Ashland. The value of this cooperative spirit is an obvious and important ingredient for the values and enjoyment of citizens, visitors and tourists alike.
It is well documented that cities gain value through public art — cultural, social, and economic values. Public art reveals our society, adds meaning to the uniqueness of our community, and helps establish our “place making.” The transient occupancy tax at about $20K per year investment in the public art account, funds some public art, maintenance, and repair. Given the importance of creating a long term investment in public art and our visual landscape. I/we urge you to explore these investments in Ashland as a place to live, work, or retire. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
American cities and towns like Ashland aspire to be places where people want to live and work and visit. Having a distinct community identity, especially in terms of what our towns visually look like is becoming ever more important in a world where technological change tends to make everyplace look the same. Our city cultural icons create Ashland as a memorable place.
 
Americans for the Arts Public Art Network Council articulates these ideas. Significant and meaningful public art is an essential long term element for a municipality that wishes to progress economically and be most vital for its current and prospective citizens. Data strongly indicates that cities with an active dynamic cultural scene are more attractive to individuals and business.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Members of the PAAC with the academic attainments, commitment to public service and time and energy look forward to working with the leadership of the Council and Administration. Thank you for your attention. Question or comments?
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