
ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

STUDY SESSION 

MINUTES 

April 17, 2023 

Mayor Tonya Graham called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

Mayor Graham, Councilor Hyatt, Bloom, Dahle, Kaplan, DuQuenne and Hansen were present. 

1. Public Input - None

2. Ashland Housing Production Strategy Update

Community Development Director Brandon Goldman, Housing Manager Linda Reid and 
Consultant Beth Goodman from ECONorthwest presented on the topic. Mr. Goldman provided 
background on developing the housing production strategy. Ms. Goodman provided a 

presentation (see attached): 
• Ashland: Housing Production Strategy
• Discussion
• What is a Housing Production Strategy {HPS)?
• Project Schedule and Primary Tasks
• summary of Staketiolder Input

Mayor Graham asked if they had included developers' suggestions to streamline 
development review. Ms. Goodman confirmed developers' input would be included. Mr. 
Goldman addressed the perception of the process being slow and unintended 
consequences of the code. Council had already identified the need to streamline the review 
process. Some issues were due to state building code requirements. 

• Strategies to Accommodate Housing Need in Ashland
• What is a city's role in housing development?
• Requirements of Strategies in the HPS
• Does the new HB 2001 Affect Ashland's HPS?
• Initiatives Approach Actions

Councilor Kaplan asked about the median income for a family of four versus two. Ms. 
Goodman confirmed the median income for a two person family was $58,000. It was $73,000 

for a family of four. 

• Initiatives Approach - Actions A & B
Mr. Goldman used the ten acre site on Clay Street as an example of a land bank and 
explained the breakdown of the property. A land trust operated for a decade or more and 
acquired nineteen housing units in Ashland. It eventually dissolved, and was now under 
NeighborWorks Umpqua. Councilor Kaplan asked what the property tax treatment was for a 
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