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Council Communication 
October 21, 2014, Business Meeting 
 

 
Plaza Replacement Tree Recommendation 

 
FROM
Michael Piña, assistant planner, michael.pina@ashland.or.us

:  

 

The City of Ashland Tree Commission provided recommendations for replacing a recently deceased 
Maple tree located in the downtown plaza. Together with Ashland Parks Department, the City Council 
will select a suitable replacement tree. The commission recommends either a Red Oak or a Bur Oak. 

SUMMARY: 

 

At the August 7, 2014, regular meeting (
BACKGROUND: 

minutes), the Tree Commission made recommendations for 
replacement of the dead tree on the Plaza. The Commission recommended the replacement tree be a 
minimum four- to six-inch caliper, and be planted in the fall in accordance with City tree planting 
specifications  including an appropriate amended soil mixture. The Commission also noted that 
preferably either a Bur Oak or Red Oak be chosen as the replacement tree.  
 
At the October 9, 2014, regular meeting (minutes not yet available), the Commission took public 
comment on the choice of the replacement tree, in which two citizens responded via email. One citizen 
requested that the replacement tree be an “equally brilliantly colorful tree in the Autumn” as was the 
Maple, while the other citizen supported the selection of a Ginko tree , but provided the following  
information in support of selecting an Oak tree:   

• In 2004, the United States Congress, sponsored by The Arbor Day Foundation, passed 
legislation declaring The Oak as our National Tree. 

• As primary source of sustenance for Native Americans, planting an Oak could pay tribute to 
our Native American fore bearers. 

 
Staff has put together the following summary based upon information from the City of Ashland 
Recommended Street Tree Guide, US Dept. of Agriculture, Virginia Tech Dept. of Forest Resources, 
and Wikipedia. 
 
Red Oak (Quercus rubra) 
• Native to the northeastern United States and southeast Canada 
• Grows straight and tall, from 50-80 feet in height, with a trunk of up to 20 to 40 inches diameter. 

Open-grown trees do not get as tall, but can develop a stouter trunk, up to 6 feet in diameter. It has 
stout branches growing at right angles to the stem, forming a narrow round-topped head. 

• Grows rapidly and is tolerant of many soils and varied situations. A 10-year-old tree can be 15–
20 feet tall. Trees may live up to 500 years according to the USDA. 

http://www.ashland.or.us/Agendas.asp?Display=Minutes&AMID=5757�
http://frec.vt.edu/�
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• Easily recognized by its relatively thin bark, which feature ridges that appear to have shiny stripes 
down the center, is more susceptible to fire.  

• Gypsy moth and numerous other insects can attack the Red Oak. Also susceptible to Oak Wilt. 
• Leaves when full grown are dark green and smooth, sometimes shining above. In autumn leaves 

turn a stunning red color in the fall. 
• Local specimen location: Two mature Red Oaks are located on the lawn between the rose garden 

and Perozzi fountain in Lithia Park. 
 
Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa) 
• Native to East and Midwestern US. 
• Typically grows from 70 to 80 feet in height, but can be up to 100 feet. Also one of the most 

massive oaks with a trunk diameter between 24 and 48 inches in diameter, but can be up to 10 feet.  
• One of the slowest-growing oaks with a growth rate of one foot per year when young. A 20-year-

old tree will be about 20 feet tall. Commonly lives to be 200 to 300 years old. 
• Cultivated by plant nurseries for use in gardens, parks, and as a street tree. Tolerant of air 

pollutants and compacted soils, and is one of the most tolerant trees in urban conditions. Grows 
well in full to partial sun. 

• Few insects or diseases cause serious damage.   
• A fire-resistant tree, and possesses significant drought resistance by virtue of a long taproot. 
• Bark is a medium gray and somewhat rugged. The leaves are 3–6 inches long and 2–5 inches 

broad, variable in shape, with a lobed margin. 
• Flowers are greenish-yellow catkins, produced in the spring. Acorns are very large, 0.8–2 inches 

long and 0.8-1.5 in broad, having a large cup that wraps much of the way around the nut. 
• Typically grows in the open, away from forest canopy.  
• Is a known butterfly attractor. 
 

N/A 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 

 

Staff recommends the Council choose either of the two recommended trees as the replacement tree 
within the Plaza. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION AND REQUESTED ACTION: 

 

I move selection of a (Red Oak or Bur Oak) to replace the recently deceased tree on the downtown 
plaza. 

SUGGESTED MOTION: 

 

Red Oak factsheet including photos (Atch1) 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Bur Oak factsheet including photos (Atch2) 
Public comment letters (Atch3)  
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